
REGISTRATION 
UPDATE!
Here it is! The times and 
dates for softball registration! 
Register early so you don’t 
miss out! We are having 3 
dates to register this year.

1st date:
MARCH 12, 2pm-5pm
Location : Freeman’s, 
                    1726 Grafton St
2nd date: 
April 2, 2pm-5pm
Location : Freeman’s, 
                    1726 Grafton St
3rd date:
April 16, 2pm-5pm
Location : Freeman’s,
                3671 Dutch Village 
Rd

Please note the 3rd 
registration day is at a 
different location from the 
first two.

Like a foul ball over the dug out!

Can you believe it has been ten 
years. It seems like just yesterday 
since we put on our cleats, 
stretched out our throwing arm 
and hit that first ball of the season!

Although I was not personally here 
at the genesis of the ECRSA, I can 
say I am grateful that it is here. As 

a new Haligonian, it brought me a 
deep sense of relief to find a 
summer sporting league that 
supported the LGTBQ2+ 
community. Here is to all the great 
people that have stuck around for 
all those years and have put in all 
their hard work keeping us going!

CHEERS!

How the time flies.......

A word from our west 
coast sister league: 
WESA. 

Registration 
form included 
on last page 
of the news 
letter!
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10
Years and going strong!
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A word from one of 
the founders!

by Curtis Cartmill
• • •

It was February 2007, and I 
had just moved back home to 
Halifax about 5 months 
earlier. I remember there 
was fresh snow on the 
ground, and together with a 
few people I knew through 
starting a few LGBT curling 
teams, we had a unique 
meeting in my parent’s 
kitchen – effectively the birth 
place of the East Coast 
Rainbow Softball Association 
(ECRSA). 

In my last summer in 
Vancouver, I played softball 
with WESA (West End 
Softball Association) - the 
LGBT League of Vancouver, 
and in using my knowledge of 
what they had established 
and kept going for 25 years, 
our small group dreamed big. 
We wanted to prove to people 
that we could establish a 
softball league for the LGBT 
community and our 
supporting allies in Halifax.

Our key baby steps included 
formulating our first budget 
to estimate the league’s 
initial costs, look at 
navigating Halifax 
Recreation to get a field 
booking, and meeting with 
the local umpire association 
to teach them how officiate 
games under our modified 
“no gender” rules to make 
sure everyone had a safe 
space to play recreation 

softball and 
treated equally.

Spreading the 
word back 
through Winter/
Spring 2007 
was another 
challenge.  
Before (and 
now after) 
Facebook 
events were 
popular, we had 
to put up 
posters at LGBT 
friendly 
establishments 
like Venus Envy 
and coffee 
shops, and have 
sign-up nights 
at the old Menz 
Bar (back when 
Mollyz was the 
diner 
downstairs), and 
Blue Moon .

It was hard communicating 
our core values and what we 
could bring to the 
community, but in our first 
year we got barely enough 
people to create 4 teams, one 
of which was the Mollyz team 
- an entire team of gals who 
joined in order to get 
prepared for a lesbian whip 
pitch tournament they were 
going to in the UK. The 
following year, after a new 
bar opened to our 
community, this team 
transitioned to be the 
Company House team. 

Throughout the past 10 
years, we have welcomed 

several hundred players to 
softball, have brought 
onboard many great 
sponsors who have 
supported us, changed our 
home playing field three 
times, grew our partnership 
with Halifax Pride taking 
over the organization of 
Dykes vs. Divas, and added 
on our very own Kick-Off To 
Pride (KOTP) charity softball 
tournament.  

Plain and simple… WE ARE A 
SUCCESS! We have 10 years 
under our belt and I hope you 
all celebrate your part in this 
journey, as we get ready to 
start planning for the 
ECRSA’s 11th season!



WEST‐END SLO‐PITCH ASSOCIATION 
1027 Davie Street, Box 471, Vancouver, BC  V6E 4L2 

www.WESA.net 
 

January 31, 2017 

Congratulations to the East Coast Rainbow Softball 

Association on your 10
th
 Anniversary! 

 

Well done Halifax!  

 

Ten years ago a former member of Vancouver’s WESA League, Curtis “Firecracker” Cartmill, 

returned to his home and native city of Halifax and decided to help build a LGBTQ softball 

league. As the years passed, another member from Vancouver came your way, your current 

Commissioner Robin Perry.  

 

WESA’s losses have been the ECRSA’s gain. The rest as they say, is history. Ten years of history 

and counting! 

 

WESA was pleased to lend a helping hand to the initial formation of the ECRSA with guidance 

on governance and budget matters. WESA and ECRSA will forever be “Sister” Leagues.  

 

The sport of softball and the camaraderie it brings are universal. Whether it be east coast or 

west coast, or somewhere in the middle, summer and softball go hand‐in‐hand. It unites the 

LGBTQ community in a positive athletic experience. The North American gay softball 

community is a special group, in fact, it is an alliance. We can count on each other for support 

and guidance. Softball is inclusive. Softball builds community. Sotball builds lasting bonds.  

 

From Vancouver with love and pride we salute the East Coast Rainbow Softball Association. 

Here is to ten years of playing with balls! 

 

Together in Pride, with warm regards, 

 

 

 

 

Darcy Simpson 

West End Slo‐Pitch Associaion (WESA)  

League Commissioner 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2016 REGISTRATION FORM 
East Coast Rainbow Softball Association is a recreational co-ed slo-pitch softball league for the LGBT Community & their allies. 
Anyone over the age of 18 of any fitness level is welcome. 

REGISTRATION TYPE AND FEES  
(Cheques/MO’s payable to:  ECRSA )    

To ensure timely jersey orders, registration forms and payment must be received by April 9, 2016.                  
     �  Fulltime Player: $85.00  ($87.50 PayPal)  �   Non-Playing Coaches $35.00 �  Spare: $5.00/game (Payable at each 

game) 
CONTACT INFORMATION  

(Please Print Clearly) 
Last name: First name: Middle (optional): 
Email: Home Phone: Alternate phone: 
Street address: 
 
 

 Postal code: 

Age as of May 1, 2016 (Required for Softball NS insurance):  Do you have current First Aid Qualifications?       � YES     �NO 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Name: Phone: Alternate: Relation: 

PLAYER INFORMATION 
Years played:  Rate your abilities (Circle one): Beginner             Average              Intermediate             Major League 
Circle Your Jersey Size  (*If Available) X-Small*         Small         Medium         Large         X-Large         2X-Large         3X-Large* 

PLAYER PREFERENCES 
(Preferences are not guaranteed) 

Player Position Preference and Skill Level 1. 2. 

Team Preference:   

LIABILITY WAIVER AND FEE PAYMENT POLICY 
1. Risks: I acknowledge that participation in the sport of softball as conducted within the rules and regulations may involve 
inherent risks which may cause any degree of serious injury to its participants. I fully understand the risks and dangers associated 
with my participation in the sport of softball as conducted in accordance with its rules and regulations and do accept them entirely 
at my own risk. I understand if I am injured an ECRSA commission member, team captain or umpire may make the decision to call 
911. 
2. Discrimination Policy: I acknowledge I am required to use inclusive, non-discriminatory language and behave in a respectful 
manner at all times, before, during and after each game or ECRSA event. Volitions of this policy may result in game(s) suspension of 
removal from ECRSA. 
4. Fees: I acknowledge that ECRSA registration fees are non-refundable. 
5. Rules: I am responsible to have read and follow the League Rules at all times. 
6. Uniforms: Sponsors pay for jerseys. I understand I am expected to support our sponsor(s) by wearing my jersey during league 
play and other ECRSA events. 
7. Communication: ECRSA communicates with members by Email and Social Media.  I consent to receiving email updates from 
ECRSA with league or game play information. I am responsible to stay updated on ECRSA related information by going to the 
website, FB page or talking with my team captain. 
Declaration: The above information is true to the best of my knowledge. My signature indicates I have read, understand and agree 
to the terms of this waiver and the above items.  
Your Signature: Date: 

All information is kept confidential. 
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To ensure timely jersey arrival, ALL registration forms and fees must be received by APRIL 16, 2017

2017


